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In this summer, I was so glad to have joined the cultural study tour organized by SEE to 
broaden my vision. Before the trip, I expected that it would just be a relaxing trip with 
my schoolmates. However, it turned out that I have learned a lot more about the 
environmental technologies in Korea. In this trip, we have visited several places and were 
introduced some technologies that are applied in Korea to help the environment.  
 
We visited the first place in day 3, which is the Sudokwon Landfill Site Management 
Corporation (SLC). They aim to make a better world and happier future for the people by 
making the best use of waste.  For example, they produce renewable energy using fuel 
generated from pretreatment of combustible waste in household waste. I really appreciate 
their project named “Dream Park”. It is an eco-friendly project. They form an 
environmental theme park in closed landfills, which is for rest of local residents and 
tourism of global visitors. I think Hong Kong can refer to the above techniques and ideas 
as we have serious landfill problems.  

 
On the same day, we also visited the Sihwa Tidal Power Plant. It is the world’s largest 
tidal power installation. The design is mainly using the tide from the West Sea to propel 
the turbines to generate electricity, and let the water that has flowed into the Lake Sihwa 
to flow back into the West Sea by opening the gates, so that it forms a cycle. Before 
joining this study tour, I did not know that Korea was so advanced in this kind of 
technology. I am surprised that they have the largest tidal power plant in the world. After 
listening to the introduction, we went to the Moon Tower to see the whole structure of the 
power plant and enjoyed the great view.   
 
On day 4, we also visited two places. The first one was the Mapo Resource Recovery 
Plant. This facility helps to incinerate garbage waste in the northwest region of Seoul. 
However, besides incineration, they also generate electricity and supply to the nearby 
households. Moreover, they supply heat to the district for heating purpose. They also 



produce bricks and sell them to the market using the ashes collected after the incineration. 
This incinerator is clean because they have a sort of filters to remove pollutants. For 
example, they have a semi-dry reactor to remove acid gas by lime slurry injected into the 
reaction tower. They also have a bag filter and selective catalytic reduction tower to 
remove dust, dioxin, heavy metal, NOx, etc. by filter and using activated carbon. They 
above filters helped to reduce the pollutants produced during incineration. The dioxin 
emission is below 0.01ng TEQ/S m3. 
 

 
Next, we visited The Green LH. Firstly, we were introduced to their “Zero Food Waste” 
project. They place some machines in the public area around some public housings to 
allow local residents to put in their food waste. The collected food waste would be treated 
and turned into fertilizer. They also said that some unwanted materials like bones, shells 
or things that are not food waste would be filtered out by the machine. After the 
explanation, we also visited their building. We saw the demonstration of a green and 
smart house. What is more, on the top of their building, there were some solar panels that 
help to supply green energy. There was also a demonstration of a green cooker that uses 
the reflection of sunlight to cook food which I think was really interesting.  
 
On the last day, we visited the Seoul National University. The local students introduced 
us their green roof project. Unlike the normal roof, they had a special design to prevent 
the problem of flooding during the rainy season, which is the concave green roof. They 
would also use the collected rainwater for other purposes like watering, experiments, 
cleaning and washing etc. They also use the water in the toilets, at a percentage of 45%. 
This helps them to save water and money. For example, for their waterless urinal, they 
help to save 182.5t water per year. This is a really a brilliant idea to make best use of the 
natural resources and to also save money.  
 
 
 



 
Besides the above facilities, we have also visited other places, like the Gyeongbokgung 
Palace. We were able to learn some traditional Korean culture there. Also, we visited the 
N Seoul Tower to appreciate the great view of Seoul city. Besides visiting places, we 
were also able to taste some tasty Korean food like Korean BBQ, Samgyetang, etc. To 
conclude, I really had a good time with my schoolmates, staffs and tour guides in this trip.  
I have also learned and gained a lot in this study tour. From traditional culture to some 
practical environmental technologies, I was surprised by the things that Korea has done. 
Before the trip, I did not know that Korea has worked so much on the environment. This 
trip also gives me some idea on how to apply what I have learned in lectures to really 
practical uses. Most importantly, I think some of them can be applied to Hong Kong to 
solve some existing problems, like the food waste machines. As we all know, Hong Kong 
has serious food waste problem. However we did not do much to deal with this. I think 
this technology can help us to solve this problem and at the same time turn the food waste 
into something useful. However, we do not have similar facilities in Hong Kong before 
so there might not be very great response. Also, this might require some money to bring 
in this technology and it might be hard to find a suitable location to place the machines. 
But in my opinion, we should try to bring in more green technologies in order to solve the 
environmental and energy problems in Hong Kong.  


